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�is is one example of a Hebrew word and its
explanation from 70 Hebrew Words Every Christian
Should Know by Matthew Richard Schlimm.

�e 70 Hebrew words presented in this book appear
more than thirty thousand times in the Bible. �ey
show up in nearly �fteen thousand verses. More than
60 percent of the verses in the Old Testament contain
at least one of the seventy words included in this
book. Learning these words help readers experience
scripture in new and broader ways.

English Hebrew Hebrew 
 Transliteration

1. (see above) Adam םדָאָ adam

11. Eve khavvah

12. Eden ןדֶעֵ eden

13. Cain ןיִקַ qayin

14. Abel לבֶהֶ hevel



Adam and Eve initially live in the garden of Eden. After God kicks them out, Cain 
kills his brother Abel.

Humanity and Life initially live in the garden of Delight. After God kicks them out, 
Spear kills his brother Fleeting Breath.

Losing Hebrew Meaning

Symbolic and Literal

Symbolic and Literal

“My point, once again, is not that those ancient people told literal stories and we are now 
smart enough to take them symbolically, but that they told them symbolically and we are 
now dumb enough to take them literally.”35 

—John Dominic Crossan & Richard G. Watts



a talking snake—with no explanation of why the snake can do more than hiss 

36

less about science or history and more a symbolic story that helps us understand 

Other Names
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