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Instructions for Making Celebration Luncheon Reservation Contacts

I. Our goal is to secure a promise from every church member and regular worship attendee to participate in Consecration Sunday by attending


A. Morning worship on Consecration Sunday, ______________ (date).


B. The Celebration Luncheon immediately following worship that same day.

II. The visitor’s goal is to get the member or worship attendee to attend. This does not include asking people for a financial commitment or being concerned about the amount they decide to give.

III. Accomplish your goal by the following steps:

Each visitor makes a personal contact with every person on his or her list _____________, ______________, and _____________ (the Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday prior to Consecration Sunday). The visit informs people of the Consecration Sunday plan. People much more easily ignore, forget, or say no to a telephone contact. A home visit in which you ask them to attend gets better results.

Emphasize the voluntary aspect of coming to the church for the morning worship and Celebration Luncheon on Sunday, _____________ (date). Stress that their decision to financially support the congregation’s mission and ministries is made in privacy as an act of worship.

Stress that we want every member of the church to attend, even if they choose not to make a specific financial commitment.

A. Use the reservation card to make their reservation for the two events.

IV. Telephone the Consecration Sunday chairperson and make a full report of your contact results by 7:00 p.m., _____________, the Wednesday before Consecration Sunday (Thursday evening if the governing board, committee chairpersons, and Consecration Sunday team dinner is on Monday).

The Consecration Sunday chairperson then makes assignments for Consecration Sunday reservation card visits. The goal is to contact all church members and regular worship attendees not present for morning worship the last two Sundays who therefore missed the opportunity to complete a reservation card. To accomplish these assignments in a small congregation, the pastor or Consecration Sunday chairperson calls out the names of the households “from which we do not yet have reservation cards.” Ask church leaders to raise their hands and volunteer to contact these people for the purpose of obtaining their reservations for the catered Celebration Luncheon on Consecration Sunday, _____________ (date). The Consecration Sunday chairperson carefully records the names each church leader takes for contact.

In large congregations, accomplish these assignments by laying the reservation cards on a table at the front of the room, in alphabetical order. Ask the church leaders to come forward, one table at a time, and pick up the appropriate number of reservation cards. The chairperson records on a master sheet which cards they take.

Monday and Tuesday, _____________ (the week before Consecration Sunday): Governing board members, committee chairpersons, and Consecration Sunday team members make personal visits to obtain Celebration Luncheon reservations from people who have not yet made them. Brief, unannounced, home visits cause far greater increases in the Consecration Sunday worship attendance—the primary goal of the contacts—than do telephone calls. 

Thursday, _____________ (before 7:00 p.m., the week before Consecration Sunday): All Celebration Luncheon reservations from personal contacts by governing board members, committee chairpersons, and Consecration Sunday team members are telephoned in to the Consecration Sunday chairperson.

Thursday, _____________ (after 7:00 p.m., the week before Consecration Sunday): The Consecration Sunday chairperson telephones all governing board members, committee chairpersons, and Consecration Sunday team members who have not called in the reservations they obtained and asks for their reports. If they have not finished their contacts, the chairperson asks that they complete them this evening and telephone him or her by 9:30 p.m.

Friday, _____________ (the week before Consecration Sunday): The Consecration Sunday chairperson (and members of the Consecration Sunday team in large congregations) telephones for Celebration Luncheon reservations any members and regular worship attendees not contacted by the governing board members, committee chairpersons, and Consecration Sunday team members.

Sunday, _____________ (Consecration Sunday): The guest leader preaches in morning worship and conducts a seven-minute commitment session at the close of the service. Through careful planning, control the length of the service to allow seven minutes for this closing commitment session. Do not plan to use a choral response of any kind at the end of the service. Craft the printed order of worship to conclude with “Commitment Time and Benediction, [name of guest leader].”
