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Spiritual Reading

He came to this world and became a
man in order to spread to other men
the kind of life He has—by what I call
“good infection.” Every Christian is

to become a little Christ. The whole
purpose of becoming a Christian is

simply nothing else.

Mere Christianity
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On Salvation

Rueben Job

The doctrine of salvation “freely given” is perhaps
the most difficult of the Christian doctrines for modern
Americans to understand or appreciate. After all, part of
the American mythos is the belief in individual agency,
that people should pull themselves up by their own boot-
straps and be the masters of their own fates. Indeed, it is
the nature of humanity to claim we are the masters of our
destiny, and it troubles us to think that there may be One
outside ourselves who holds our fate in hands other than
our own.

And yet, Christians affirm God’s saving activity in
Jesus Christ. God has done something for us in Christ
that we could not do for ourselves.

The children of Israel experienced themselves as
a collective people before God. As such, the salvation
of each member of the tribe was contained within the
community: their sins were corporate and the forgiveness
God extended to them was dependent upon a corporate
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acceptance of God’s proffered salvation. The salvation of
the Israelites relied upon a shared apprehension of God’s
love for the entire world (John 3:16) and God’s willing-
ness to offer salvation not as a result of one’s personal
holiness but as a result of being found and claimed within
the community of God’s people.

We who live in the modern Western world cannot
begin to appreciate such a posture. A proud and indepen-
dent people, we desire to be strong, solitary beings. We
like to believe that our salvation is the result of our own
efforts and our own solitary encounter with God.

However, sooner or later we come to realize that it is
quite impossible to save ourselves. It is equally impossible
to be saved and to stay saved as a lone ranger making our
way through life apart from God and the community of
the redeemed.

For this reason, the author of Hebrews exhorted the
early church not to stop meeting together with other
believers (10:25). It is within the context of the commu-
nity that salvation might be experienced and enjoyed.
And salvation is a true gift, not earned but bestowed,
and kept current in the memory of the congregation as
it rehearses the gift most precious in regular worship and
teaching. Salvation is free to all who choose to be saved
and live in vital connection to God.

Christianity is concerned with forming human
beings into new creatures, the kind that the apostle Paul
referred to as sons and daughters of God. And this is
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Scripture

A man named Simeon was in Jerusalem. He was righteous
and devout. He eagerly anticipated the restoration of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit rested on him. The Holy Spirit revealed
1o him that he wouldn’t die before he had seen the Lord’s
Christ. Led by the Spirit, he went into the temple area.
Meanwhile, Jesus’ parents brought the child ro the temple

S0 that they could do what was customary under the Law.
Simeon took Jesus in his arms and praised God. He said,

“Now, master, let your servant go in peace
according 1o your word,
because my eyes have seen your saloation.
You prepared this saloation in the presence of all
peoples.
11’5 a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and a glory for your people Israel.”

Luke 2:25-32

Copyright © by Abingdon Press. All rights reserved.



30 Meditations on the Writings of C. §. Lewis

the most shocking part of the salvation story: Jesus, the
second person of the Godhead, died for us that we might
be saved from the consequences of our sins and receive
our full inheritance as children of God.

Of this, C. S. Lewis says in Mere Christianity, the
most shocking aspect of Christianity may be its assertion
that by giving our lives to God, we become the sons and
daughters of God. Surely it must mean something else!

Lewis was an atheist for much of his youth and young
adulthood. Raised in a nominally Christian home, Lewis
became angry with God when his prayers for the healing
of his ill mother were not answered as he wished; she died
an early, painful death. Accordingly, Lewis rejected any
idea of God and became a self-avowed atheist.

But God—*“the Hound of Heaven,” as the poet
Francis Thompson says—pursued him. In October 1930,
Lewis wrote to his friend Arthur Greeves that he had
started attending morning chapel but that he thought
that his faith had become mere talk. He hoped that
somewhere within that was a tiny seed of true faith.

'The following January, Lewis again wrote to Greeves,
reporting that Lewis’s brother, Warren, was beginning
to believe in the claims of Christianity—even though
he had resisted that view. Lewis expressed gratitude that
he and his friends were at the same time becoming open
to Christian faith. This led to his confessing his faith to
Greeves in an October letter, wherein he said that he had
moved from believing in God to definite belief in Christ.
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Salvation

Through these letters, Lewis introduces us to his
conversion from atheism to Christianity. This was a
change of life perspective that wrought not only conver-
sion for Lewis and his brother, Warren, but also a salva-
tion that brought rescue to countless people, as they
heard, thought, read, and believed. For them, and for all

who believe, salvation became full and complete.
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Begin each day with a devotion based on the writings of C. S. Lewis.

A number of years ago, friends and coauthors Perry Bramlett, Rueben P. Job,
and Norman Shawchuck created together a spiritual reader pairing a collection
of quotations from beloved author C. S. Lewis with their own unique spiritual
reflections. After their deaths, their work was recovered, and Abingdon
Press is excited to share this story and this beautiful book posthumously
with those looking for daily inspiration from meaningful and thoughtful
Christian writing.

30 Meditations on the Writings of C. S. Lewis combines three strong spiritual
voices writing on topics such as grief, joy, fear, loss, salvation, and love for
today’s readers. This collection of thirty devotions begins each day with a
word from Lewis followed by a reflection from Bramlett, Job, or Shawchuck.

PERRY BRAMLETT (1945-2013), a former pastor, founded C. S. Lewis for the Local
Church—Interstate Ministries, a nationwide speaking ministry on the life, works, and
influence of C. S. Lewis. He wrote several books about Lewis’s life and influence, including
C. S. Lewiis: Life at the Centre and Touring C. S. Lewis’ Ireland & England: A Travel Guide to C. S.
Lewis’ Favourite Places to Walk and Visit.

RUEBEN P.JOB (1928-2015) was a United Methodist bishop, pastor, and acclaimed author
and served as World Editor of The Upper Room publishing program. Best known for his
classic book Three Simple Rules: A Wesleyan Way of Living, he also authored or coauthored
spiritual works such as A Guide to Prayer for Ministers and Other Servants; A Wesleyan Spiritual
Reader; Living Fully, Dying Well; and Listen: Praying in a Noisy World. He also coedited Finding
Our Way: Love and Law in The United Methodist Church. Bishop Job also chaired the hymnal
revision committee that developed the 1989 United Methodist Hymnal.

NORMAN L. SHAWCHUCK (1935-2012) was ordained in The United Methodist Church
and served as a pastor and seminary professor. He wrote several books about the practice
of congregational ministry and coauthored, with Rueben Job, A Guide to Prayer for Ministers
and Other Servants; A Guide to Prayer for All Who Seek God; and A Guide to Prayer for All
God'’s People.
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